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Part of the new KPKT
minister’s plan will also
include higher participation
of women in the industry

by P PREM KUMAR & AFIQ AZIZ '

FOR a century and a half, women
have been proving their passion and
talent for design and architecture ina
male-dominated profession.

Itis a paradox that even in the 21st
century, architecture can still be a
challenging career path for women as
gender inequality continues to be
among the main issues.

However, there are female archi-
tects who are constantly challenging
the male dominion within the profes-
sion, while making a profound impact
on the entire landscape of the con-
struction world.

In Malaysia, while the more sophis-
ticated market is being satisfied by the
more “elite” team of designers and
developers, affordable housing —
particularly homes with quality space
for the healthy development of fami-
lies — remains a concern.

Newly-minted Housing and Local
Government ' (KPKT) Minister
Zuraida Kamaruddin wants to
address just that, and in the longer
run, put her stamp on the creation of a
better public housing sector in the
country.

Speaking to The Malaysian Reserve

‘in an exclusive interview, Zuraida —

the first woman to be in charge of the
ministry — spelled out her plans for
the housing sector and other aspects
related to the ministry.

She aspires to offer Malaysians
hope in appreciating the real meaning
of home ownership within the
affordable housing segment — which
simply means essential space is not
only safe and conducive, but also
offers programmes that could
empower the society with knowledge,
while helping them upgrade their
standard of living,

Fart of her plan would also include
higher participation of women in the
industry.

“Let the women design the home,
because we will look in detail what
needs to be there for family develop-
ment,” she said.

Raised and educated in Singapore,
Zuraida said public housing projects
in the country, particularly in the
Klang Valley, have certainly “evolved”.

However, instead of offering a
promising environment, she said
many of the projects are deemed
“unliveable” as healthy development
of youths and families seems to have
been denied.
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Unexpected Entry into KPKT
Zuraida, 60, has always been a cham-
pion of women's rights in the country.
As Ampang MP for the last two
terms, she has been vocal on issues
pertaining to women and their role in

. the the betterment of Malaysia.

A social science graduate from the
National University of Singapore,
Zuraida said she was indeed sur-
prised with her appointment as the
KPKT minister.

“I was thinking that I would be
given the Women and Family Deve-
lopment Ministry.

“To tell the truth, I was surprised
that a core ministry such as this was
given to me. But after thinking about
it, 1 understood that I can play alarger
role in uplifting the women's role, as
home is where the women develop
their family,” she said.

According to Zuraida, women’s
input in building homes would allow
architects to design better products,
with priority given to all angles
including the kitchen.

“I do not only aim to build the
house, but (also) how the house would
be comfortable to a family,” she
added.

Before ministerial duties, Zuraida
had been very active in Institut
Wanita Berdaya — an organisation
formed two years ago by the Selangor
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