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Zuraida (seated left) attends the press conference after officiating at the opening of SPNB Sarawak's new office in 
Riveredge Commercial Centre in Kuching. 

Act to be amended to 
include abandoned 
housing projects 
Jacqueline David 

KUCHING: The federa l 
Ministry of Housing and Local 
Gove rnmen t (KPKT) is in t h e 
process of amend ing Act 118 
of t h e Housing Deve lopment 
(Control and Licensing) Act 1966 
to include a b a n d o n e d hous ing 
projects. 

Minis ter Da tuk Zura ida 
Kamarudd in said t h e amended 
Act could be in the fo rm of se t t ing 
u p a f u n d to save abandoned 
hous ing projects in t h e c o u n t r y 
and to ease t h e bu rden of buyers 
of failed hous ing projects. 

According to her, cu r ren t ly 
a ce r ta in pe rcen tage of t h e 
deve lopment projec ts by 
developers are placed unde r t h e 
'sinking fund ' . 

"So maybe f r o m here, we could 
increase a l i t t le bit more to 
include f u n d s for t h e abandoned 
projects. 

"Currently, t he re is no 
appropr i a t e act ion to be t a k e n 
to p reven t these abandoned 
(housing) projec ts because (at 
the) end of the day, it's t h e buyer 
w h o would face diff icul t ies w i t h 
deposits , b a n k loans and a house 
t h a t never materialised. 

"That 's w h y besides crea t ing a 
special f u n d t o save abandoned 
projects, KPKT is also in t h e 
mids t of fo rming and p lann ing 
to do an Act t o cont ro l these 
abandoned projects. 

"At t h e moment , our law is 
r a the r loose for us to blacklist 
developers and w e canno t t ake 
act ion against t h e m as t h e y 
would be declared bankrupt ," she 
said dur ing a press confe rence 
a f t e r of f ic ia t ing at t h e opening 
of Syarikat P e r u m a h a n Negara 
Bhd (SPNB) Sarawak's new office 
a t Riveredge Commercial Cent re 
here yesterday. 

W h e n asked abou t t h e 
implications on buyers of houses 
unde r abandoned projects, she 
said as of now, buye r s would 
have to t ake thei r own legal 
act ion on t h e developers. 

"In t h e nea r fu tu re , once we 
have t h e f u n d scheme to save 
abandoned projects, we would 
be able to help t h e developers to 
complete t h e project. 

"At t h e momen t , it is a bit 

That's why besides creating a special fund to 
save abandoned projects, KPKT is also in the 
midst of forming and planning to do an Act to 
control these abandoned projects. 

Datuk Zuraida Kamaruddin 

difficult; t h u s buyers would have 
to take legal action on their own. 

"If a developer c o m p a n y is 
a l ready a bankrup t , t he re would 
be no o the r developer w h o would 
t ake over - of course it would be 
a loss," she added. 

For now, she said in order to 
save t h e abandoned projects, 
t hese projec ts would be pu t up 
for open tender . 

"We will a n n o u n c e on 
abandoned projects; we open 
t e n d e r for a n y con t r ac to r s w h o 
w a n t to apply, or t h e y m a y do 
the i r own va lua t ion if it 's w o r t h 
t ak ing over, and if it is, t h e y 
would apply, and we would go 
t h r o u g h wi th t h e m to con t inue 
the project," she said. 

She added t h a t once t h e 
'Save The Abandoned Projects 
Fund ' got fo rmula ted , it would 
s o m e h o w a f fec t t h e exis t ing 
Act 118 of Housing Development 
(Control and Licensing) Act 1966. 

"On t h e 'Save Abandoned 
Projects Fund', it is unde r 
p lann ing - we will amend t h a t 
in to t h e existing Act 118. 

"Once it is f o r m u l a t e d and 
finalised, it will be able to protect 
the buyers. 

"We are also in t h e mids t of 
t h e fo rmu la t i on of Residential 
Tenancy Act, wh ich could also 
help the buyers," she said. 

As of now, SPNB Sarawak 
h a s s h o w n a good record of no 
abandoned project in t h e state. 

"For SPNB Sarawak, there ' s no 
record of abandoned projects . 
As f a r as I a m concerned, there ' s 
none; even if t he re are abandoned 
projects , m a y b e those are unde r 
pr ivate developers. 

"Furthermore, Sarawak is quite 
i n d e p e n d e n t w h e n it comes 
to hous ing because here, you 
have t h e Housing Deve lopment 
Corpora t ion (HDC) t h a t t akes 
care of t h e hous ing development," 
she said. 

Meanwhile, SPNB's recent 
a n n o u n c e m e n t on t h e l aunching 
of six new designs fo r the Rumah 
Mesra Rakyat (RMR) scheme t h a t 
would also include stilt houses, 
Zura idah said t he se schemes 
would also be applicable for 
longhouses in Sarawak. 

She said the new designs would 
also provide appl ican ts w i th 
more op t ions compared wi th 
only two designs previously. 

"Yes, t h e longhouses are 
also qualified; in f ac t t h e s t a t e 
gove rnmen t h a s a n n o u n c e d a 
scheme for group houses, for the 
villages and t h e longhouses. 

"SPNB could also t h ink of h o w 
to help build longhouses . Last 
time, I a n n o u n c e d a longhouse 
policy, so it 's easy for us to have 
a s t a n d a r d t h a t w e could follow, 
and t h e longhouse folk could 
re locate to a n e w w a y of life, 
new longhouse concept and new 
facilities," she said. 

To date, a to ta l of 47,153 houses 
unde r RMR scheme have been 
built nat ionwide. 

This year , Zura idah said SPNB 
had been e n t r u s t e d by t h e 
gove rnmen t to build 3,000 RMR 
units , of wh ich 749 are cu r ren t ly 
unde r cons t ruc t ion , while 
ano the r 1,531 are in the process of 
signing. 

"We received a lot of d e m a n d s 
for RMR all over t h e coun t ry . 
In Sarawak alone, t he re are 
already more t h a n 6,000 requests , 
bu t w e have to priori t ise and we 
will select the ones t h a t are mos t 
in need," she added. 

Also p resen t a t t h e press 
conference yes t e rday were 
Tebrau MP Steven Choong Shiau 
Yoon, SPNB chief execut ive 
off icer Da tuk Haslee Isnin, 
Mut ia ra Mortgage and Credit 
Sdn Bhd chief execut ive of f icer 
S h a h a r o n y Mat Nor, and SPNB 
Sarawak director Wan Habeeb 
Alii Wan Yep Mohdzar. 
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