
Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in any form without the prior
consent of the copyright owner.

FocusM | Aug 3-9,2019 1 7 

property 

tospeei 
appro 

Short-lived joy 
in property 
investment 
activities 
P.22 

Moulding 
property, 
agents into 
entrepreneurs 
P.l 8 

The architect fraternity are voicing 
frustration over the extended time 

taken to obtain local council approval 
for their building plans. They are 

putting forth a proposal to cut down 
the process to an ideal target of 37-39 

days. The entire process can be 
streamlined to speed up the approval. 
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Hastening 
approval process 

of o u r a p p l i c a t i o n f o r d e v e l o p -
m e n t . T h i s is t h e p o i n t w e w a n t t o 
a d d r e s s s o w e c a n l e a r n a n d b e 
m o r e o p e n o n w h a t m e t h o d s a r e 
o f c o n c e r n a n d w h a t m e t h o d s w e 
s h o u l d e m p l o y t o h a s t e n 
a p p r o v a l , " h e s a y s . 

Z a i r u l e x p l a i n s t h a t c o n s u l t -
a n t s o r a r c h i t e c t s w h o a r e t a s k e d 
t o d e s i g n a p a r t i c u l a r d e v e l o p -

Th e a r c h i t e c t f r a t e r n i t y 
i s s e e k i n g a f o r u m 
w i t h t h e l oca l c o u n c i l s 
a n d t h e M i n i s t r y of 
H o u s i n g a n d L o c a l 

G o v e r n m e n t . It w a n t s t o p u t f o r t h 
i t s p r o p o s a l t o c u t d o w n t h e t i m e 
f o r d r a w i n g s t o l ie a p p r o v e d a n d 
p e r m i t s i s s u e d , i n c o m m e r c i a l a s 
w e l l a s r e s i d e n t i a l d e v e l o p m e n t s . 

At p r e s e n t , i t t a k e s m o n t h s f o r 
a r c h i t e c t s t o o b t a i n a p p r o v a l f r o m 
t h e c o u n c i l s f o r t h e i r b u i l d i n g 
p l a n s . Idea l ly , a t a r g e t o f 37-39 
d a y s h a s b e e n a s c e r t a i n e d a s t h e 
b e n c h m a r k f o r t h e a p p r o v a l p r o c -
e s s b u t c o n s u l t a n t s s u b m i t t i n g t h e 
p l a n s c l a i m i t t a k e s m u c h l o n g e r . 

I n t h e t w o - s t a g e s u b m i s s i o n 
p r o c e s s , a c o n s u l t a n t , u s u a l l y t h e 
a r c h i t e c t d e s i g n i n g t h e b u i l d i n g 
w i l l first s u b m i t t h e p l a n s t o 
o b t a i n a P l a n n i n g P e r m i s s i o n (PP) 
o r K e b e n a r a n M e r a n c a n g (KM) 
w h i c h g e n e r a l l y a l l o w s t h e d e v e l -
o p m e n t t o b e c a r r i e d o u t o n t h e 
d e s i g n a t e d l a n d . 

T h i s i n v o l v e s t h e p l a n n i n g 
d e p a r t m e n t . U p o n o b t a i n i n g t h i s , 
t h e n e x t s t a g e is t o s u b m i t t h e 
b u i l d i n g p l a n s f o r a p p r o v a l f r o m 
t h e b u i l d i n g d e p a r t m e n t . 

B o a r d o f A r c h i t e c t s M a l a y s i a 
p r e s i d e n t Z a i r u l A z i d i n B a d r i 
p o i n t s o u t t h a t a s p r o c e d u r e s g e t 
c o m p l i c a t e d a n d g o v e r n i n g l a w s 
a n d r e g u l a t i o n s a r e c h a n g e d , 
t h e r e i s a n e e d t o c l e a r u p m a n y 
p r o c e d u r a l r e q u i r e m e n t s b e f o r e a 
d e v e l o p m e n t c a n b e a p p r o v e d b y 
t h e l oca l a u t h o r i t i e s a n d o t h e r 
g o v e r n m e n t e n t i t i e s . 

H e a d d s t h a t f o r e i g n b o d i e s 
a r e c o n s t a n t l y m e a s u r i n g 
M a l a y s i a n a c c e s s i b i l i t y a n d c o m -
p a r i n g i t w i t h o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . 

H e q u e s t i o n s w h y o b t a i n i n g 
a p p r o v a l s c a n b e s o e a s y i n 
C h i n a , y e t s o d i f f i c u l t a n d r i d d l e d 
w i t h b u r e a u c r a c y in Ma lays i a t h a t 
i t c o u l d r u n i n t o y e a r s . Z a i r u l w a s 
r e f e r r i n g t o t h e W o r l d B a n k s t u d y 
o n E a s e o f D o i n g B u s i n e s s . 

• It takes months for 
architects to obtain 
approval from local 
councils for building 
plans 

• There is a need to 
divide projects into 
categories by size -
small, medium and 
large - and reducing 
the requirements 
for smaller projects 

by 
VSanjugtha 

" W h y is i t s o d i f f i c u l t i n t h e 
l oca l c o n t e x t t h a t w e c a n ' t d o t h e 
s a m e ? T h i s i s w h y w e w a n t t o 
k n o w w h i c h p r o c e s s e s a r e t h e 
s t u m b l i n g b l o c k s t o w a r d s g e t t i n g 
e a s y a c c e s s , s o t h a t t h e u n d e r -
s t a n d i n g is t h e r e . 

"We w e l c o m e n e t w o r k i n g 
s e s s i o n s w i t h t h e loca l a u t h o r i t i e s 
t h a t w i l l a l l o w t h i s . " h e s a y s a f t e r 
t h e l a u n c h of A r c h i Q 2019 c o n f e r -
e n c e , w h i c h w a s o r g a n i s e d b y 
A s s o c i a t i o n o f C o n s u l t i n g 
A r c h i t e c t s M a l a y s i a (ACA:M). 

A c c o r d i n g t o Z a i r u l , t h e f e d -
e r a l g o v e r n m e n t v i a t h e M i n i s t r y 
o f H o u s i n g a n d L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t , d i s s e m i n a t e s a s e t 
of g u i d e l i n e s a n d p r o c e d u r e s t o 
t h e s t a t e s , w h i c h t h e n t r i ck l e s t o a 
r e g i o n a l level, f o r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
b y t h e r e s p e c t i v e loca l a u t h o r i t i e s . 
H e o b s e r v e s t h a t e a c h loca l 
a u t h o r i t y i n t e r p r e t s t h e g u i d e l i n e s 
a n d p r o c e d u r e s d i f f e r e n t l y . 

" S o d e v e l o p e r s a n d e v e n w e 
c o n s u l t a n t s f a c e c h a l l e n g e s g e t -
t i n g c o n s i s t e n c y in t h e p r o c e s s i n g 

From left: ACA:M council member Normah Latiff, Chew, Jasmeet, Zairul and ACA:M council members Jafri 
Merican and Bobby Low at the ArchiQ 2019 launch 

m e n t a r e e q u a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
a b u i l d i n g a s t h e d e v e l o p e r . A s 
s u c h , t h e r e i s a n e e d t o a d d r e s s 
p e r t i n e n t i s s u e s t o e n s u r e al l 
s u b m i s s i o n s a d h e r e t o t h e 
r e q u i r e m e n t s w i t h o u t t h e n e e d 
f o r c o n s t a n t , t i m e - c o n s u m i n g 
c h a n g e s t o e n s u r e t h e g u i d e l i n e s 
a n d r e g u l a t i o n s a r e m e t . 

Reducing the interactions 
C o n s t r u c t i o n R e s e a r c h I n s t i t u t e 
Ma lays i a (CRIM) g e n e r a l m a n a g e r 
A m i n a h A b d R a h m a n o b s e r v e s 
t h a t t h e m o r e i n t e r a c t i o n s t h e r e 
a r e in o b t a i n i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n 
p e r m i t s , t h e l e s s e f f i c i e n t t h e 
s y s t e m . 

S h e p o i n t s o u t t h a t b y m a n a g -
i n g t h e n u m b e r o f i n t e r a c t i o n s 
a n d r e d u c i n g t h e p r o c e d u r e s 
i n v o l v e d i n o b t a i n i n g c o n s t r u c -
t i o n p e r m i t s , M a l a y s i a u p p e d i t 
r a n k i n g i n t h e W o r l d B a n k s t u d y 
o f E a s e i n D o i n g B u s i n e s s g l o b -
al ly , f r o m a p o s i t i o n of 137 o u t o f 
190 p a r t i c i p a n t s i n 2 0 0 7 t o t h i r d 
i n 2019. T h e n u m b e r o f p r o c e -
d u r e s r e c o r d e d w e r e 11 a n d t o o k 
a t o t a l of 54 d a y s . 

A m i n a h s a y s t o f u r t h e r 
s t r e n g t h e n t h e p r o c e s s e s i n 
Malays ia , t h e r e is a n e e d t o c r e a t e 
a c a t e g o r i s a t i o n o f t y p e s o f p r o -
j e c t s b y s m a l l , m e d i u m a n d l a r g e 
s c a l e , a n d r e d u c i n g t h e r e q u i r e -
m e n t s f o r s m a l l e r - s c a l e p r o j e c t s . 

" I t c a n n o t b e a o n e s i z e fits 
all. If w e a r e c o n s t r u c t i n g a p e t r o l 
s t a t i o n , t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s 

i m p o s e d c a n n o t b e t h e s a m e a s 
f o r c o n s t r u c t i n g a h o u s e , " s h e 
p o i n t s o u t . 

S h e c a l l s f o r a r e d u c t i o n i n 
p r o c e d u r e s t h r o u g h a b u s i n e s s 
p r o c e s s r e - e n g i n e e r i n g w h e r e 
c e r t a i n s t a g e s c a n b e m e r g e d . 
S h e c i t e s t h e e x a m p l e o f K u a l a 
L u m p u r w h e r e b y p r e v i o u s l y a 
B u i l d i n g P l a n w a s s u b m i t t e d first, 
f o l l o w e d b y t h e H o a r d i n g P l a n . 
H o w e v e r , n o w , b o t h c a n b e s u b -
m i t t e d s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . 

A C A : M d i r e c t o r o f A r c h i Q 
2019 a n d f o u n d i n g p r e s i d e n t 

J a s m e e t S i d h u a l s o b e l i e v e s t h e 
w a y f o r w a r d is t o s t r e a m l i n e t h e 
p r o c e s s , s o a p p r o v a l w i l l b e 
f a s t e r . H e b e l i e v e s t h e k e y t o s u s -
t a i n a b l e a n d m a n a g e d d e v e l o p -
m e n t l i e s i n t h e p l a n n i n g . 

A s s u c h , h e s u g g e s t s f r e e i n g 
u p t h e p l a n n i n g d e p a r t m e n t t o 
e n a b l e k e e n f o c u s o n t h e p l a n -
n i n g a n d c o o r d i n a t i o n o f d e v e l -
o p m e n t t o e n s u r e p o p u l a t i o n 
d e n s i t y , t r a f f i c c o n g e s t i o n , i n f r a -
s t r u c t u r a l s u p p o r t a n d f e a s i b i l i t y 
of t h e p r o j e c t t o i t s s u r r o u n d i n g s 
a r e b e t t e r f o r e c a s t t o s u p p o r t a n d 
m a n a g e t h e d e v e l o p m e n t p r o c e s s 
i n a n a r e a . 

T o e n a b l e t h i s , J a s m e e t s u g -
g e s t s s m a l l e r j o b s s u c h a s h o m e 
r e n o v a t i o n s o r f a c a d e c h a n g e s t o 
c o m m e r c i a l b u i l d i n g s b e a l l o w e d 
t o b y p a s s t h e f i r s t s t a g e o f 
o b t a i n i n g a P l a n n i n g P e r m i s s i o n , 
e a s i n g t h e b u r d e n of t h e p l a n n i n g 
o f f i c e r s . 
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At present, i t takes months 
for architects to obtain 

approval f rom local councils 
for their building plans 

Aminah points out that the more 
interactions there are in 
obtaining construction permits, 
the less eff icient the system 

" S u c h c h a n g e s d o n o t i n v o l v e 
s t r u c t u r a l c h a n g e s t o t h e s u r -
r o u n d i n g , n o r a n a d d i t i o n of t r a f -
fic o r p o p u l a t i o n . It is s u p e r f i c i a l 
c h a n g e s t o a n e x i s t i n g p r e m i s e s 
t h a t h a s a l r e a d y o b t a i n e d p r i o r 
a p p r o v a l f r o m t h e p l a n n i n g 
d e p a r t m e n t , " h e n o t e s . 

Streamlining the process 
H e b e l i e v e s t h i s w i l l r e d u c e t h e 
n u m b e r o f s u b m i s s i o n s f o r p l a n -
n i n g p e r m i s s i o n b y a t l e a s t h a l f , 
a l l o w i n g t h e p l a n n i n g d e p a r t -
m e n t t o f o c u s o n i t s k e y f u n c t i o n s 
o f c o n t r o l l i n g w h a t is b e i n g 
d e v e l o p e d . 

At s t a g e t w o , w h e r e a b u i l d i n g 
p l a n is s u b m i t t e d f o r a p p r o v a l , 

Why is it so easy to obtain 
approvals in China but so diff icult 
in Malaysia? asks Zairul 

J a s m e e t s u g g e s t s it is s u b m i t t e d 
f o r r e c o r d p u r p o s e s o n l y , e l i m i -
n a t i n g t h e n e e d f o r l o c a l a u t h o r i -
t i e s t o c h e c k . R e a s o n i n g t h a t t h e 
b u r d e n o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e 
a c c u r a c y a n d a d h e r e n c e t o r e g u -
l a t o r y r e q u i r e m e n t s i n t h e b u i l d -
i n g p l a n s st i l l f a l l s o n t h e d e s i g n -
i n g a r c h i t e c t a n d e n g i n e e r , d o i n g 
a w a y w i t h t h i s s t e p h a s t e n s l l ie 
p r o c e s s , a l l o w i n g d e v e l o p m e n t t o 
c o m m e n c e f a s t e r . 

A C A : M c o u n c i l m e m b e r 
B o b b y L o w c o n c u r s , p o i n t i n g o u t 
l l i a t t h e a r c h i t e c t is r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r i s s u i n g t h e C e r t i f i c a t e o f 
C o m p l e t i o n a n d C o m p l i a n c e 
( C C C ) w h i c h e f f e c t i v e l y r e p l a c e d 
t h e C e r t i f i c a t e o f F i t n e s s f o r 

O c c u p a t i o n (CFO) p r e v i o u s l y 
i s s u e d b y t h e l oca l a u t h o r i t y . T h i s 
h o l d s t h e a r c h i t e c t so le ly r e s p o n -
s i b l e f o r " e v e r y t h i n g i n s i d e t h e 
b u i l d i n g a n d e v e r y t h i n g u n d e r 
t h e b u i l d i n g p lan" . 

" S i n c e al l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y is o n 
u s , w e a r e a s k i n g f o r a r e d u c t i o n 
i n b u r e a u c r a c y s o w e s u b m i t t h e 
b u i l d i n g p l a n s f o r r e c o r d a n d 
i n f o r m a t i o n p u r p o s e s o n l y , " h e 
s a y s . 

L o w a d d s t h a t a s a P r i n c i p a l 
S u b m i t t i n g P e r s o n (PSP) , t h e 
a r c h i t e c t h a s p r o f e s s i o n a l l iabi l i ty 
t o w a r d s t h e b u i l d i n g , a n d t h e 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t y n o w r e q u i r e s h i m 
t o l o d g e t h e C C C u p o n c o m p l e -
t i o n o f a d e v e l o p m e n t , t o e n s u r e 
Ihe b u i l d i n g is s a f e f o r o c c u p a n c y . 

T h e n e w s y s t e m c a m e i n t o 
e f f e c t f o l l o w i n g t h e a m e n d m e n t s 
t o t h e S t r e e t , D r a i n a g e a n d 
B u i l d i n g A c t w h i c h w a s e n f o r c e d 
f r o m A p r i l 12 ,2007 . 

U n d e r t h e f o r m e r s y s t e m , t h e 
C F O w a s i s s u e d b y t h e l oca l 
a u t h o r i t y w i t h i n t h e U n i f o r m By-
L a w s o f t h e S t r e e t , D r a i n a g e a n d 
B u i l d i n g (UBBL) Ac t 1974 (Act 133). 
It w a s b e l i e v e d t o b e t i m e - c o n -
s u m i n g a n d s u b j e c t t o a b u s e . T h e 
s y s t e m o f t e n f a c e d d e l a y s d u e t o 
n o n - c o m p l i a n c e b y t h e d e v e l -
o p e r . a d d i t i o n a l c o n d i t i o n s 
i m p o s e d b y t h e l o c a l a u t h o r i t y a t 
t h e t i m e o f a p p l i c a t i o n o f C F O , 
t h e i n v o l v e m e n t o f m a n y t e c h n i -
ca l a g e n c i e s a n d t h e l ack of t e c h -
n i ca l o f f i c e r s t o p r o c e s s t h e C F O . 

T h e d e l a y s h i n d e r e d o c c u -
p a n c y b y b u y e r s , d e s p i t e d e l i v e r y 
of v a c a n t p o s s e s s i o n b y t h e 
d e v e l o p e r . T h e n e w C C C s y s t e m 
b a s e d o n s e l f - r e g u l a t i o n t r a n s f e r s 
t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f r o m t h e l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s t o t h e p r o j e c t ' s p r o -
f e s s i o n a l s o r p l a n n e r s w i t h t h e 
i n t e n t i o n of p r o v i d i n g b e t t e r p r o -
t e c t i o n f o r h o u s e b u y e r s a n d c u t -
t i n g r e d - t a p e i n l o c a l g o v e r n -
m e n t . 

ACA:M h o n o r a r y s e c r e t a r y 
E r i c C h e w a d d s t h a t s i n c e t h e 
b u r d e n of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y w i t h 
r e g a r d s t o t h e s a f e t y a n d s t r u c -
t u r a l i n t e g r i t y o f t h e b u i l d i n g 
r e s t s s o l e l y o n t h e s h o u l d e r s of 
t h e c o n s u l t a n t , u s u a l l y t h e a r c h i -
t e c t , I h e y c a n b e t a k e n lo c o u r t 
f o r n e g l i g e n c e a n d t h e p e n a l t y is 
a m a x i m u m of 10 y e a r s ' j a i l if 
f o u n d gu i l ty . 

Who takes the blame? 
"You c a n ' t t a k e t h e loca l a u t h o r i t y 
t o c o u r t a s t h e UBBL a b s o l v e s 
t h e m of al l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . I n t h e 
e v e n t a p r o b l e m a r i s e s , o n l y t h e 
a r c h i t e c t a n d e n g i n e e r a r e h e l d 
r e s p o n s i b l e , " h e says . 

H e c i t e s t h e e x a m p l e o f 
H i g h l a n d T o w e r s , w h e r e t h e f e d -
e r a l C o u r t f o u n d t h a t Ihe A m p a n g 
J a y a M u n i c i p a l C o u n c i l w a s n o t 
l i a b l e f o r i t s c o l l a p s e a s l oca l 
c o u n c i l s c a n n o t b e h e l d l i a b l e f o r 
l o s s e s s u f f e r e d b y a n y o n e s h o u l d 
a b u i l d i n g c o l l a p s e . 

A m o n g t h e d e f e n d a n t s i n t h i s 
c a s e w e r e t h e e n g i n e e r a n d 
a r c h i t e c t , a p a r t f r o m t h e d e v e l -
o p e r a n d finance c o m p a n y . 

I t is i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t 
I h e a r c h i t e c t a n d e n g i n e e r w e r e 
f o u n d t o h a v e " . . . c o l l u d e d t o 
o b t a i n a C e r t i f i c a t e o f F i t n e s s 
w i t h o u t f u l f i l l i n g t h e c o n d i t i o n s 
i m p o s e d b y t h e f o u r t h d e f e n d a n t 
( local a u t h o r i t y ) . " 

H o w e v e r , t h e j u d g m e n t o n 
t h e l o c a l a u t h o r i t y , a l t h o u g h 
f o u n d n e g l i g e n t i n r e s p e c t o f i t s 
d u t i e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e b u i l d -

THE Associat ion of Consult ing Archi tects Malaysia (ACA:M) 
founding president Jasmeet Singh Sidhu does not discount that 
the long lead t ime between planning submission and approval of 

project could be a contr ibut ing factor to the mismatch between the 
demand and supply in the proper ty market. 

He points out tha t a developer may have planned a project at a par-
ticular location, based on a market survey. 

"This would determine the scale and type of project, apart f r o m an 
indication of selling price and potent ia l demand. However, between the 
t ime he draws up a plan, submits it and gets approval, many parame-
ters he worked on would have moved," Jasmeet explains. 

This results in the development's complet ion under "very d i f ferent 
circumstances" f r om when it was initially planned. Jasmeet believes 
this could be one of the driving factors for the government to work 
closely wi th the World Bank group in cut t ing red-tape and closing the 
gap for approvals t o a much smaller t imeframe. 

He also points out that the developer faces a high holding cost 
await ing approval as he cannot commence construct ion work, and his 
investments are t ied up in the project. "There have been instances 
when the feasibi l i ty studies carried out for the project no longer hold, 
prompt ing the developer to abandon it," he says. 

He adds that changes in laws and regulations also drive up cost 
when it takes too long to obtain approval. He cites the example o f 
regulatory changes to the compulsory two car park bays, requir ing 
costly changes to plans to adhere to the new laws. 

A property consultant tel ls FocusMthat although the approval 
period may have been cut to 37-39 days on paper, it is not actually so, 
as this t imef rame does not take into consideration what is te rmed the 
"pre-consultat ion" period. 

"Pre-consultation is when we consultants present our drawings 
and are to ld to make changes. That is not a problem as the quality and 
safety o f a building is paramount," he notes. 

"But the problem is when changes are required at practically every 
meet. For example the f i rs t t ime, the stairway needs to be wider, you 
comply but at the second consultat ion you are asked to make changes 
to something else. When you ask why it wasn't raised the last t ime, you 
are to ld tha t was a d i f ferent o f f icer and now there is a new of f icer in 
charge. This is t ime-consuming and it jus t goes back and forth," he adds. 

The consultant opines that a lot of the regulations and guidelines 
can be bypassed by managing the administrat ive e f fec ts o f the proc-
ess. When the plans are finally approved and stamped, as far as the 
local author i ty is concerned it has kept to its key performance index 
because the pre-consultat ion process is not taken into consideration. 
"A forum for consultants to iron out key issues to reduce such red-tape 
is necessary. At present, it can take years t o obtain approval for a 
development," he explains. 

i n g , f o r e x a m p l e i n r e s p e c t o f 
a p p r o v a l of b u i l d i n g p l a n s , t o 
e n s u r e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e 
a p p r o v e d d r a i n a g e s y s t e m d u r i n g 
c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d in t h e i s s u e o f 
t h e C e r t i f i c a t e o f F i t n e s s , w a s 
c o n f e r r e d i m m u n i t y . 

T h i s w a s clue t o S e c t i o n 95(2) 
o f t h e S t r e e t , D r a i n a g e a n d 
B u i l d i n g A c t w h i c h s t a t e s t h a t 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s s h o u l d n o t b e 
h e l d l i ab le . 

T h e H i g h l a n d T o w e r s c a s e 
b e g s t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e r o l e o f 
t h e loca l a u t h o r i t y i n t e r m s of t h e 
a p p r o v a l o f B u i l d i n g P l a n s . II h a d 
b e e n f o u n d t h a t t h e a r c h i t e c t a n d 
e n g i n e e r d i d n o t fu l f i l r e g u l a t o r y 
c o n d i t i o n s i m p o s e d b y t h e l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t y , y e t s o m e h o w I h e p l a n s 
w e r e a p p r o v e d a n d t h e b u i l d i n g 
c o n s t r u c t e d , o n l y t o m e e t a t r a g i c 
f a t e y e a r s l a t e r . 

The Singapore experience 
In S i n g a p o r e , B u i l d i n g P l a n s a r e 
v e t t e d b y a t h i r d - p a r t y r e p r e s e n -
t a t i v e f r o m t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r , 
a p p r o v e d a n d r e g i s t e r e d b y t h e 
a u t h o r i t i e s . In A u s t r a l i a , h o w e v e r , 
t h e p r o c e s s is a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t , 
w i t h o n e p a r t y d e s i g n i n g t h e 
b u i l d i n g a n d a n o t h e r d o c u m e n t -
i n g t h e p l a n s . In c r u x , t h e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e s t r u c t u r a l 
i n t e g r i t y of t h e b u i l d i n g is h e l d i n 

t o t a l i t y b y t h e b u i l d e r . 
"We a r e h o p i n g t o d i s c u s s a 

r e f o r m i n t h e s y s t e m i n t h a t t h e 
l oca l a u t h o r i t y n e e d n o t s p e n d i t s 
m a n p o w e r 011 c h e c k i n g t h e p l a n s , 
b u t i n s t e a d a l l o w u s t o l o d g e it 
w i t h t h e B u i l d i n g D e p a r t m e n t f o r 
r e c o r d p u r p o s e s a l o n g w i t h t h e 
F o r m B. w h i c h is t h e s t a r t w o r k 
n o t i f i c a t i o n t o t h e c o u n c i l . T h i s 
s a v e s a l o t of t i m e , " h e e x p l a i n s . 

J a s m e e t a c k n o w l e d g e s t h a t 
c e r t a i n p a r t i e s m a y q u e s t i o n t h e 
" f r e e r e i g n " a c c o r d e d t o a r c h i -
t e c t s b u t s t r e s s e s t h a t a r c h i t e c t s 
a r e p r o f e s s i o n a l s w h o h a v e 
u n d e r g o n e a f i v e - y e a r c o u r s e , a 
t o u g h b o a r d q u a l i f i c a t i o n e x a m i -
n a t i o n w i t h 2 0 % p a s s r a t e a n d a 
t w o - y e a r c o m p u l s o r y w o r k i n g 
s t i n t , a k i n t o h o u s e m a n s h i p b y 
d o c t o r s . 

H e e l a b o r a t e s t h a t s i n c e t h e 
l oca l a u t h o r i t i e s a r e a b s o l v e d o f 
all r e s p o n s i b i l i t y w i t h r e g a r d s t o 
t h e c h e c k a n d a p p r o v a l of b u i l d -
i n g p l a n s , it n e e d o n l y r e c e i v e t h e 
s u b m i s s i o n . 

" W h e n t h e c h e c k i n g a u t h o r i t y 
d o e s n o t b e a r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , w e 
w o u l d l ike t o d i s c u s s t h e v i a b i l i t y 
of t h i s p r o c e s s . If d o n e a w a y w i t h , 
t h e m a n p o w e r c a n b e d e p l o y e d 
t o e n f o r c e t h e r e g u l a t i o n s a n d 
p r o c e d u r e s v ia p e r i o d i c o n s i t e 
i n s p e c t i o n s , " h e s u g g e s t s . rerrri 
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SUMMARIES
Tospeei appro The architect fraternity are voicing frustration over the extended time taken to obtain local council approval for
their building plans. They are putting forth a proposal to cut down the process to an ideal target of 37-39 days. The entire process
can be streamlined to speed up the approval. -3 f h p.
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