
Govt lowers affordable homes 
floor price to RM95,000 
NAHP, to be chaired by 
Dr Mahathir, aims to build 
lm affordable homes within 
10 years 

b y A F I Q A Z I Z 

THE g o v e r n m e n t h a s lowered the 
f loor pr ice for a f fordable h o m e s to 
RM95,000 wi th a m i n i m u m of 900 sq 
f t area in the newly launched National 

Housing Policy (NHP) 2018-2025. 
H o u s i n g a n d Local G o v e r n m e n t 

Minis ter Zura ida K a m a r u d d i n said 
the move to lower the floor price is in 
t andem wi th the government 's effort 
to offer more oppor tun i t i e s for the 
b o t t o m 40% category (B40) to o w n 
propert ies as outlined in the National 
Affordable Housing Policy (NAHP). 

The NAHP, which is overseen by 
the N a t i o n a l A f f o r d a b l e H o u s i n g 
Counci l (NAHC) tha t is cha i red by 
P r i m e Min i s t e r Tun Dr M a h a t h i r 

M o h a m a d — a ims to bui ld one mil-
l ion a f f o r d a b l e h o u s e s w i t h i n 10 
years , or a b o u t 100,000 a year , as 
pledged in the Pakatan Harapan elec-
tion manifesto. 

According to Zuraida, in the coun-
cil mee t ing a t t ended by the chief of 
states earlier this month , most states 
have ag reed to deve lop more t h a n 
100,000 affordable homes in the coun-
t ry this year. 

She said 54% ofl:he projects would 
b e s p e a r h e a d e d b y H o u s i n g a n d 

Local Gove rnmen t Minis t ry (KPKT), 
while the r ema in ing wou ld be shared 
b e t w e e n state gove rnmen t s and pri-
vate developers. 

As a start , Zura ida said KPKT has 
agreed to bui ld 2,200 uni ts wi th TISY 
S d n Bhd o n 121.4ha of l a n d in 
Rawang, Selangor. 

She sa id TISY wil l bear the whole 
p l ann ing and developing cost, whi le 
the min i s t ry wil l allocate the land to 
the company. 

see P4 c o l ! 
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More solid guidelines for p Q
Residential Rental Act '

PicbyMuhdAminNaharul 

(From left) KPKT secretary general Datuk Seri Mohammad Mentek, 
Zuraida, KPKT Deputy Minister Senator Datuk Raja Kamarul Bahrin Shah 
Raja Ahmad Baharuddin Shah and National Housing Department DG 
N Jayaselan at the launch of NHP in Kuala Lumpur 

hala

FROMPI Affordable homes 
"The project must be built 

according to our new specifi-
cation, terms and conditions 
wh ich is c a p p e d at be low 
RM300,000 at 900 sq ft built-up 
area, as well as providing suf-
ficient facilities that could be 
enjoyed by the residents," she 
told reporters after witnessing 
the m e m o r a n d u m of under -
s tanding (MoU) between the 
min i s t ry and TISY in Kuala 
Lumpur yesterday. 

She sa id the pr ices a n d 
bui l t -up area of the project 
would be defined based on the 
median income of the people 
in the particular area. 

"The beginning price could 
be as low as RM95,000 per unit, 
( depend ing on the m e d i a n 
income of the residents in the 
area)," she said, add ing that 
the area would also be sur-
rounded by mixed develop-
ment inc lud ing commercia l 
projects in order to close the 
gap b e t w e e n B40 and M40 
(Middle 40) groups. 

Should the project materia-
lise, the maiden development 
slated for cons t ruc t ion th is 
year would also be the first 
a f fo rdab l e h o u s i n g projec t 
s p e a r h e a d by the P a k a t a n 
Harapan government. 

A p a r t f r o m TISY, KPKT 
a l so i n k e d an MoU w i t h 
Pembinaan Kery Sdn Bhd to 
build about 400 units of youth 
t r ans i t h o m e s in Kepong , 
Kuala Lumpur. 

Both projects, as well as all 
affordable housing construc-
tions, are expected to use the 
Industr ia l ised Building Sys-
tem (IBS) technology. 

Earlier yesterday, Zura ida 
launched the new N H P 2018-
2025 — the parent policy to 
theNAHP. 

K P K T " a d d r e s s e d f i v e 

focuses, 16 strategies and 57 
action plans in the policy, also 
known as N H P 2.0. 

A m o n g o the r s , Z u r a i d a 
said N H P 2.0 wi l l a d d r e s s 
the needs, of a new big data 
p roper ty system that allows 
KPKT to have at least five years 
of projection of the total indus-
try outlook. 

"We are talking to relevant 
agencies and other players to 
work on this," she said. 

The pol icy also inc ludes 
developing more solid guide-
lines u n d e r the Residential 
Rental Act to protect the inter-
est of both owners and tenants. 

It is also expected to intro-
duce a guideline for the "rent-
to-own" scheme that will pro-
vide more inclusive solutions 
for the B40 and M40 groups in 
owning properties. 

Last year, Zuraida rationa-
lised and consolidated almost 
all of the government housing 
agencies to sit under KPKT's 
u m b r e l l a i n c l u d i n g t h e 
IMalays ia People H o u s i n g 
Scheme, Syarikat Pe rumahan 
Nasional Bhd and Civil Ser-
vant Housing Development. 

Meanwhile, in response to 
-NHP2.0, Gamuda Bhd deputy 
group MD Mohammed Rash-
dan Yusof said the acceptance 
of IBS technology will speed 
up the construction plan under 
the policy. 

" W i t h f u l l D ig i t a l BIM 
(building information model-
ling) technology, costs and 
wastage are min imised and 
yet artistic creativity can flou-
rish with max imum delivery 
efficiency," he said in a state-
ment yesterday, add ing that 
the efficiency could lead to 
saving half of the construction 
per iod , which t rans la tes to 
cheaper cost in the develop-
ment processes. 

MoU
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