
Govt: Affordable homes to be 
capped below RM300,000 
by AFIQ AZIZ 

THE government is expected 
to p u t a cap o n a f f o r d a b l e 
homes at RM300,000 for un i t s 
w i t h a m i n i m u m of 900 sq ft, 
to provide more oppor tuni t ies 
fo r t h e b o t t o m 40% (B40) 
income g roup to o w n proper-
ties and enjoy a better living. 

Hous ing and Local Govern-
ment Minister Zuraida Kama-
r u d d i n sa id t he b r e a k d o w n 
and guidel ines of the schemes 
offered u n d e r the f r a m e w o r k 
would be made available in the 
Nat iona l Affordable H o u s i n g 
Policy (NAHP), which is slated 
to be l aunched by the end of 
this month . 

"The p r i ces (and b u i l t - u p 
area) wou ld be de f ined based 
on the m e d i a n income of the 
people in t he par t icular area. 

"Surely, the m e d i a n income 
for t h o s e i n Kua la L u m p u r 
w o u l d n o t b e t h e s a m e as 

those in ru ra l areas," she told 
a p r e s s confe rence a f t e r de -
l iver ing the 2019 N e w Year's 
message for the Hous ing a n d 
Local G o v e r n m e n t M i n i s t r y 
(KPKT) s t a f f i n P u t r a j a y a 
yesterday. 

T h e N A H P , a s u b - p o l i c y 
f r o m the r e v a m p e d N a t i o n a l 
H o u s i n g Pol icy 2.0, w i l l b e 
o v e r s e e n b y t h e N a t i o n a l 
A f f o r d a b l e H o u s i n g Counc i l 
( N A H C ) . T h e c o u n c i l i s 
chai red by Pr ime Minister Tun 
Dr Maha th i r Mohamad. 

T h e f o r m a t i o n of N A H C 
w a s p r o p o s e d in P a k a t a n 
H a r a p a n ' s m a n i f e s t o for t he 
14th General Election, wi th the 
a i m of b u i l d i n g one mi l l ion 
affordable houses in 10 years. 

The counci l — compr i s ing 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m n i n e 
min is t r i es , the Public Works 
D e p a r t m e n t a n d h o u s i n g 
agencies under the jurisdiction 
of KPKT—he ld its first annua l 

meet ing last Tuesday. 
The affor.dable h o m e s to be 

offered by N A H P are expected 
to provide a be t te r space a n d 
basic faci l i t ies for t he lower 
i n c o m e g r o u p , so t h a t t h e y 
could enjoy a bet ter living. 

Zura ida sa id cur rent ly , the 
b u i l t - u p a r e a of a f f o r d a b l e 
h o m e s is set at a m i n i m u m 
of 700 sq f t w h i c h is n o t 
"liveable". 

She said the def ini t ion of an 
a f f o r d a b l e h o u s i n g s c h e m e 
w a s de te rmined based on data 
g a t h e r e d b y B a n k N e g a r a 
Malaysia (BNM). 

"The cent ra l b a n k s t u d i e s 
s t a t ed t h a t t h o s e w h o e a r n 
RM3,000 and below, or the B40 
g r o u p , c o u l d o w n a h o u s e 
f r o m RM169,000, a n d t h e y 
could a f fo rd to pay a monthly 
ins ta lment of b e t w e e n RM500 
a n d RM600. 

"As such , b a c k e d b y t h i s 
guidel ine, we decided to come 

ou t w i t h the af fordable hou-
sing policy," she said. 

Z u r a i d a a d d e d tha t KPKT 
wou ld also discuss wi th BNM 
to loosen u p financial require-
ments to allow members of the 
public to secure loans. 

"The government wil l also 
bui ld sample houses based on 
the schemes to assist t hem in 
choosing their desired house," 
she said. 

Z u r a i d a a l s o s a i d t h e 
N A H P w o u l d c o m p l e m e n t 
the upcoming Nat ional Com-
m u n i t y Pol icy to h e l p t h e 
B40 g r o u p to i m p r o v e the i r 
livelihood. 

"If w e d o no t he lp t h e s e 
people, the gap be tween those 
in the B40 a n d other (income) 
b racke t s w o u l d be w i d e n e d , 
a n d it is no t hea l thy for the 
nation. 

"So, it is o u r task to he lp 
them to improve their qual i ty 
of life," she added. 
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